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INDIANA ROGM FAWIPHLET fF 


A long time has passed by since I have written to you. I should 


Dear’ Ma 


have written to you but I did not no of any way of getting letters 

to you. 1 received yours written from Putnamville about 2 week azo 
but have had no opnortunity of answering it untill today. I suppose 
that you are satisfied with Secesh down by thie time and feel somewnet 
freerer on|the other side of Dixie. I should judge thet it was rather 
more healthy on the northern side of that line at the oresent time 
then south. 1 -sunvdose thet you have heard a oretty gocd “istory of 

my career in the army uv to the last two or three weeks. I think 

the lest time I wrote wes from Edingburgh, we left there last Friday 
with the intention of giving the Rebel Jackson Battle if he should 

be bold enough to make a stend but he c neludead that he had hed en- 
ough of sheilds and managed to take himself ewav before leaving our 
céemp et Edingburgh. They brought uo a@ batterv and throughed shells 
into our cémp, but they were not the right kind and did not do any harm 
one lit in the north of a tent thet was full of boys which if it had 


bursted would have done considerable of mischief. We done considered 


skirmishing with the nicketts _ there I went down on the lines 
one day end took a few rounds the eight times at the 
squad), thet I was in but their balls would either fly .«. or 
go over us. We have one man wounded but none killed, in all the 


skirmishing that was done, we could not tell whether we done any ex- 
ecution or not es they were 11d in the cedar-bushes end we could only 
tell where they were by the smoke of there guns. The dav they fired 
their guns our bettery onened on them right end left and it took 4 


good desl like war in earnest for. a little bit but they soon become 


sétisfied and quieted down. We followed the nike in our movement as 


1 


far es dount Jackson where we ned been told the gallant Cheiftain of 


the Stone Wall Brigade wes going to meke his last stand and win or 


die for hie home, but I sunoose he thought that @iscreatioas the better 


part of valor and left before we come in, end all we found of him was 


four or five very large and commodius Hosvital, buildings the movement 


in which they were built went to show that they had no idea of being 
driven out of valley very soon, I sunvose that they had been prom- 
ised and fully exnected larger inforcements sufficient to check out 
Our ermy at that noint, but Mc Cleland attached them e& noint that 
forstelled envy side movement. We filed to the right at Mount Jack- 
son end made @ right flank movement elong the base of the mountains 
on the right of the valley with the intention of coming in behind 
them and cutting their retreat but did not get uo untill they had 


__, we waded river in the route which wes about waist deep and 


no eccident occured. Our tents one wegon were left behind and we 
were in the westher three days and nights it a reining elmost in-~ 
cessently after we crossed the river. In regerd to the Richardson 
place, if you think it will make you henpy I am verfectly willing 


to helo you buy it and will meke arrangements to thet effect. It 


is costing me a good deal to live now, but I think I will be eble to 


save enough for that. Give my love to all and I remain your 
Affectionéete Son 


L. W. Read 


= 


Camp Wood Kentucky 
Feb. 17th 
Mr. J. R. Harris 


Dear Sir: 


It is with pleasure that I take this opportunity of writing to 
you to tell you that I am well, hoping that these few lines may 
reach you and find you all well. 

I received the letter with the money that you sent me. I was 
glad to heer from you and to know that you were all well and doing 
well. I got a letter from James Harris, he is in about twelve miles 
of us. I hope that I shall get to see them. Well we are now camped 
on the banks of Green River in two hundred yards of the railroad 
bridwe that the Sesesh tried to :estroy. They blowed up about four 
hundred feet of the bridge. It is now renaired and the cars and 
teames and soldiers are crossing. There was about fifteen thousand 
soldiers passed over the bridge yesterday and they all passing today. 
There are more soldiers at this point than at any ovher. They are 
all on there way to Boling Green and to Nashville, the report here is 
that Buckner is killed and the the north has vossession of his entrench 
ment, but the report is too good to be true, out long befor you get 
this you will know the truth about the matter. I got a letter from 
William Reccord of the tenth, he was well. We look for the tenth 
Regt. here tomorrow, we think that we will be sent on the Boling Green. 

John Reccord is with us and he is well. I got a letter from 
brother Nathan, they were all well, but Sarah. They think she has 
the consumption. I would say that we are here in sight of the Battle 
field where the north killed one hundred and thirty of the Rebels. 

I would be glad to hear from you all. I send my best respects to 
you all and to all inguiring friends. I shall add no more, but re- 
main your friend, 

Iasiah Reccords 


Extracts Of Historical 


or 
Family Ineerest 
from 
the 


Letters of 
John H Rippetoe 


to 
his wife Mary 


These letters were copied by Brnest & Davidson from letters 
now owned by Horace H Davidson. A few letters early in 1865 
have been completely copied to provide an idea of the type 
of material omitted from the other lettera. Everything of 
historical or biographical interest has been preserved. 
Errors in spelling are ny own but errors in puntuation are 
a fault of the letters as they contained too few commas anit 
no periods. I apologise for the crudeness of the typing but 
hope the information will be useful. 
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REFLECTIONS OF i NGS PAST -— Lucky for ersity , that Horace 
Davidson, RR 15, West Terre Haute, is a preserver of ol ous gs. Copies of 300 
letters his grandfather wrote as a soldier during the Civil War, like these he is checking , 
have been acquired for research by history students and will be housed in Cunningham 
Memorial Library’s Rare Books and Special Collections Department. The coffee can on the 
right held the letters until they were discovered about 45 years ago. The pistol on the dresser 


is one his grandfather, John Hsnry Rippetoe. used in the war. The Rippetoe family was among 
early settlers in Vigo County. 
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CIVIL WAR LETTERS 1862 - 1863 | 
Extracts from Letters of Abraham Slough to his wife Lydia, in Greene Co., Ind. | 


April 15, 1862, Steiner Chouteau Laying just above Ft. Pillow Arkansas 


Well Lydd@a we are down a little farther in dixy after the Rebels but I Expect 


before you get this letter they will Run again. It is out of the question for me to 
write you a Lengthy letter I mearly will say to you that there is no danger of me 
getting homesick I am all write sida up with care 
Inclosed in this letter I will Send you ninety dollars I drawed one hundred & | 
Bight Dollars I feid all the debts I owe here and am keeping Eight Dollars for my 
use I would like you would Pay Mrs Mid@eton some and then I want you to do as you 
Pleas with the balance I Must Close for 
May 3rd 1862 Army in the Field 
I am Still well and harty hoping this May Reach vou and find you all Enjoying 
Good health and in fine Spirits for I find that being in Good Spirits is about half 
the battle So far as that Bart is concerned I think I have my share Especiall now for 
we just have the news of our forces having New Orleans and the fleet Coming up the 
Mississippi and also our Success at York Town and I am Satisfied that before you get 
this letter we will have Corinth and then I think the thing will be about wound up, 
911 that I am afraid of now is that the Rebles will leave Corinth for I am Satisfied 
if they make a Stand here they willbe wiped out, we are now within twelve Miles of 
Corinth we are the Reserve guard of theleft wing of the army before Corinth I am 
Satisfied that we will never zet to fire a gun if the Rebels do make 2 stand here I do 
not want you to give yourself any uneasinefs about me for I feel Just as Safe here as 
I did when at home Seting by the fire If this thing goes off at Corinth I will write 
you as soon as it is over unless the Rebels get me which I am not afraid of in the least 
our forces here is now Represented at a hundred and fifty Thousand men, our men are mak— 
ing all the Preparations they can for a great Victory ard I am Still Satisfied that if 
my life is Preserved I will be at home by the 4 day of July next So you may look for 
me we are now on the Road from hamb urgh to Corinth about 8 or 9 miles from Hamburgh 


we are now within a few hundred yards of the line of the State of Mississippi and of all 


the Poor Countries I Ever saw this beats all only fit to raise broomssage huckleberry ete 


Page 2 CIVIL WAR LETTERS 1862 - 1863 


the wether here is beautiful and warm wheat is out in head Corn is up nice where there 
is’any I have not seen ten acres of corn on our road out here, this Country is about as 
dencly Inhabited as ours was twenty years ago and no more a few words about oub sick 
boys we have not heard from J, Tipton and J, West and J. Fiscus Since the left us at 
hamburg we think Maybe they are furlowed home I would like to here from Very much we 
now have 62 men present in our Company out of them we have about 30 that is realy ablée> 
for duty but we have aboutt40 that do duty Lt Hyden is sick and I think will Resign 
and go home in a few days Will Mounts we left in the hospittle at Hamburgh H,. Griffith 
I understand is furlowed home there has been 5 or 6 discharged out o: our Co our Regi- 
ment I think can not now Muster mary over 4.00 men and a great many of them unfit for 
duty 
May 21st 1862 Camp Near Corinth Miss 
Well Lydia I will now give you a little Sketch of what we are doing we have mooved 
Since I wrote you we are now within five miles of Corinth our front columns and pickets 
have been Skirmishing Ever Since we have been here but there has been no general Fngage- 
ment and I would not be Surprised if there would not be any under & or 10 days though it 
may begin within 2/. hours and again we may have none at all the Rebles may do here as 
they did at York Town Evacuate 911 I ask of them in the world is just to Stand and fight 
us for unles I am greatly mistaken of all the thrashings you ever heard of they will git 
the worst one Just as I comenced writing this letter there was a few minutes of Pretty 
Keen fighting out on our right I have no news from it yet of what they done, day before 
yesterday there was 95 Rebels came over at once and gave themselves up, yesterday we 
took two cannon from them, though I understand that we had some bad luck our own Cavelry 
ard Infantry got to fighting through a mistake and killed some 40 men this is all on ac 
count of bad management this is twice we have done this within two weeks, a most unfortunat 
thing 
I understand the People back in Indiana are getting worse than they were when we left 
thare about this war I understand there is a great many denouncing us Soldiers as abolitio- 
nists fighting to free the negroes all I want is that they that talk so now will Say the 
Same when we get home, 
June 23rd, 1862 Camp Clear Creek Missipsippi 


Well we are here yet and how much longer we may have to Stay here I Cannot tell 
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there is some news of late that we will leave here before many days but how true it 
is I cannot tell or where we would go if we would leave here unless we were sent to 
Richmond I believe I would rather go to richmond than to stay here for I have come 
out to assist in Putting down this Rebellion and where I can do the most good is Just 
whare I want to be and as I believe we could do more at Richmord than I can do here 1 
would rather be thare for I feel just as though Genl Me Clelland was going to get 
whiped at that place I give you all of what I thought about that matter in my last 
letter which I hope you will git for there is Some things I wrote in that letter to the 
girls that I want them to hear of which I have not time to write in this letter for 
uncle William and Robert Dyar are going to stagt back tomorrow they just came yester-— 
day Eavening they dont seem to have any disposition to want to stay with us long 
there Visit to us of Course is not with as much Satisfaction as it would be under other 
Circumstances as Poor Wm W, Dyar Died yesterday morning at ten oclock and his father 
got here to Gamp in the afternoon he wert Immediately to See will but they was Just Re 
turring from the B erring as his father rgot there 

from your letter I see you never have been Informed of the Skirmish we was 


in when Will Dyar got wounded I will now give the Information on the morning of the 28 


of last month while we were laying before Corinth there was an order for a general moovel 


of the whole army we all advanced about a mile when we halted our Company with a Com 
pany of the 26th Missouri Regiment was ordered to scour the woods on our left we de- 


ployed as Skirmishers and after advancing about a mile we came upon the Enemies Pickets 
who firec a Volley into us Wounding Wm Dyar I was about ten Steps on the right of Wm 
we all Secured ourselves as best we could trying to get a Shot but the Rebels was conte 
Sealed and General Bufort ordered us to advance at a double quick a hundred yards we 
not only double quicked but we went at them on the run when we Received another and more 
Severe fire from the Enemy we were Commanded to halt when four or five of our boys got 
a Shot but with what Effect we could not tell as the Rebels were running and about one 
hundred yarcs off the woods was Very thickety and I with Some Seven or Sicht Wm Dyar be= 
ing one was in and near the Road we went out on and Consequently were in open ground 
it was not until we were balked the second time we had advanced that I knew that Will was 


wounded when we were ordered 4, Retreat I went to Will and assisted Cap in carrying 
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back a peace where we was met by the Pall Bearers I never got to see Will any more but 
I can tell you when we lost Will we lost one of our best boys This is about as true 3 & | 
statement of that little affair as I can give it in a Short letter, Jo McElhaney also got 
Struck with a Spent Ball on the left collar bone but did not hurt him much So that is 
enough about that little Skirmish, you say in your letter that your Billy has a notion 
to Volunteer I Will just say to will that unless there is more necesity for Volunteers 
than ther is at presart my opinion is you had better stay at home I have tried it and you 


have not I Speak from Experience but now do as you Pleas and I am Satisfied I would like 


to pet a letter from you I want you to stay with Lydia till I get home then you may go 

to war ixpect you are needing money, five days more and there will four month be due 
me, I will send you money as soon as I can I Expect I will fall short $9,10cts in the 
next payment as we overdrew that amount over what was due us in the other Payment Lydia 
uncle William Dyar Says he is going to take this letter to you I want you to give hima zg 


good dinner and he can tell you a heap of what he has seen in this Secesh Country 


on the 27 th of last month we were ordered to March when we left our 61d Camp and marched 


a South west direction we came through Banville (?) and this Place Rienza and marched in > 
the direction of Holly Springs until we past a town Called Ripley two miles beyond we 
halted having traveled a distance of about 45 miles here we were ordered to Retrace 

our Steps and we came back to thés place Making 9 march in all of about 77 miles let 

me Say to you there was a many of a poor fellow Sufered on this trip we Stoped Sometimes 
when there was not more than ten men in my Company up with us I am hapy to tell you I 
never have failed yet in keeping with My Company Except one time and that was at New 
Madrid at the time I told you I was not well we are now about 18 miles South of Corinth 
in a poor baren Country on our rout to Ripley we traveled through Some tetter Country 
than we have usually been in Some Splendid farms and wherever we stoped it was woe to 
the hogs Sheep gees Chickens potatoes and beagums I have had Several good bates of ® 
Blackberries but I never have taken anything that did not rightfully belong to me for to 
be caught taking things ard have women and Children Stand erying round and Saying the woul 
have to Starve I cant Stand, though there is lots of our boys that would take the last 


mouthful from a Child you have no Idea of wickedness andMeanness, but enough of this 
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we are here ard how long we may Stay here I am unable to Say or whare we are going 

when we leave here I cannot tell we have Rumors here that Richmond is taken but I do 
not believe it yet nor do I believe it Ever will be taken I believe the Rebles will do. 
thare just as they have done at Corinth I believe they will be allowed to Evacuate, 
Lydia you Barnestly Reccomend me in all your letters to keep in good hart and I Reccomene 
you for it but under Existing circumstances how can you Expect me to be when in ny 
Opinion I see gross neglect in our officers for the purpose as I think of protracting 
this war and thereby accumulating money on the ruins of our government and at the Sacri- 
fice of Thousands of lives, but Lydia I do believe that God is ghing to Spair my life to 
Return to you again at some time but how soon I am not able to guess at this time but 


I want you to keep in as good Spirits as you can 
Furloughs are forbidden now under any circumstances, no man can get to go home le 


the case be as it may I am glad to hear that you have such good prospects for a 
good crop this year and that you are getting along so well with it, It is not the case 
down here the wheat crop was not worth cutting and as a general thing there corn hooks 
awful bad the Peeple say themselves they will not have more than half a crop Now I 
will give you Some Idea of the hardness of times among the Sitizens of this Country 
they say they have had no Coffee Salt nor flour for Eight months Coffee is worth among 
them $1,.25cts per 1b Salt is worth $15,00 2 bushel flour $8.00 per hundred weight Corn 
$2,00 per bushel I saw in our march down to Ripley where thousands of pounds of Cotton 
had been burned by the Rebles though they have left considerable unburntithere is but ¥ 
Very little cotton planted this year down here Say Comparitively none they have fol- 
lowed Jeff Davis plan in this matter and have planted ther fields in carn but it is like 


ly to do them no good as there corn is likely to be a failure 


July 24th 1862 Camp Clear Creek Mississippi 


So I think I will Just serd my letters after I have used all the stamps I have without 
Stamps and youcan just as Easy get stamps at home and give one for @very Letter you 

get as to send them to me and have me to put them on, it is out of the question to get 
Stamps here I have some yet that I got when we passed Cairo coming here. I have got the 


White River Gazette for 3 or 4 weeks I do not know whether you ordered them sent to me 


or not they are a welcom visator Indeed but we get later news thar I can get by the 
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Worthington Paper and if you need the paper you had better take it yourself I see 
in the last one I got of the date of the 17th that Volunteering goes on Very slow and 
in all Probability there will drafting have to be done if there does I will Surly 
have to Jump up ard down ard say goody , goody, I Expect Some of the boys are begining 
to tremble when any of the Boys goes from our Settlement I want you to let me know as 
soon as posible and let me know whether they were drafted or Volunteered for I believe 
there will have to be drafting done There is a good chance in this in this Regiment 
for a good many of the boys if they want to go Imediatly into Service 
9th 1862 Camp Near San Jacinto Miss 
I had Gome to the firm Conclusion that this war would not be wound up Short of the time 
of my Enlistment if Ever ard to think that I had to be kep from you at home for that 
lenghh of time was anough I thirk to make me down-harted but things bezin to look up x 
when we are to have 600,000 men to help us, it looks like the government now is trying 
to do Something I think the government has just found out that there is a war and I am 
Searlously of the opinion the people will find it out before it is done with yet. 0 
but it does my Very Soul good to think that there is going to be Drafting done in India 
ana I think it will now Make Some of them fall to their knees, from what I hear I Expect 
Indiana will fill her quota of Volurteers to fill the Call for 300,000 but the other 
quota I think will make things git up and Brindle, I am in hopes it will take some of x 
the Rebels you have in your Section I do think Lydia that if we get the forces now call 
ed for all out in the field that this Rebelion can be put down and we that live over it 
be at home against next June Well Lydia we have been at this place Three days it is 
a Very nice and pleasant Camp we are still blessed with good water though it is more 
unhandy we rnow Cary water about half mile, San Jacinto is the County Seat of Tishamingo 
County which is the larzest County in the State. This Town is Very little larger than 
Johns Town So by this you can see The backwardness of this Country The place is about 16 


miles from the camp we left 


September Ath 1862 Camp Near San Jacinto Miswissippi ' 


Well Ly dia I must Confess I was Surprised when I got the Hews of Judge Franklin Making 


up 2 Company but since he has gone into it I would not be Much Surprised to hear of 
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him going in disguise Hay he got to the Rebles and then Surender his Regiment 
I believe he would go and Join them if he was not afraid the government would confis- 
cate his property, he has gone into this Matter for no other purpose than to Escape 
the draft, I would not go under him under no Consideration, his own political friends 
here say the seme, but I am in hopes he will take a great number of Sympathisers out 
of our County, Bear Lydia I just now got the news that the 7lst Regiment has met 
with an awful axident in Kentucky, that they had a fight with Morgan and got cut all 
to peaces, that Mel Topping got killed I now feel more anxhous to hear from Nate 
than @ver, we have understood the new Troops got panic stuck and run for what was 
out, I feelIndeed truly Sorry for poor Amos for I am almost Confident he could stand 
the Service, Dear Lydia we have the mews here that there is awful fighting going on x 
now in Virginia, that our forces have lost about 9,000 men and that the Rebles have 
lost about twice the number of our loss, this seems to be Genl Popes official Report, 
and that our forces have the Rebles Surounded, if this be true which I hope it is, it 
is a death blow to the Rebellion, and again if it 8hould turn out that we are defeted 
it is going to be awful, with the other Riverces we are having in Kentucky, under such 
undersuch Sircumstances we Soldiers need not think about home 

Now Dear Lydia as it Respects Me setting a furlough to come home I would indeed 
love to see you all Very well nothing in this world would Suit me better but unless I 
could come honorable I would rather never come, there is but two ways that I could 
get to come home now, one would be by deserting, and the other would be by runing into 
the Reble lines and get took prisoner and then get Paroled, neither of which I ean 
posibly do, Let me say to you Lydia that Cap is not to blame if I could come home on 
his leave I could get to come, but it is not as he says, he hymself could not come 
any more than I could, nor #aven could our Colonel come any Sooner than Either of us, 
ther is an order Isued Expressley prohibiting furlow to men or Eaven line officers 
which is from the Colonel down But Staff officers can get furlows, this is why Archer 
can get to come home, True Major Sabin got to go home, but it was on sick leave, 
no Lydia if Caps wife was on her death bed it would be out of the question for him to 


get to come to see her, so it is 
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September 7th 1862 Camp Rienzi Mississippi 
I cannot say that my spirits are as flattering as they were when I wrote to you a 
few days ago, let me say to you Lydia that Mans Mind is Ghangible and when a person be- 
comes over anxious as we are here in the army about this awful war and anxiously ketching 
at all the news that is going, sometimes favorable to us and then again that we are meet- 
ing with Reverces I 9m in hopes you can Excuse me for Changing My Mind abd getting down 
Spirited at times and then again get lifted up as it were thinking that in all probebi- 
lity we in a few Short Months could get to come and see and Enjoy our loved ones at 
home and it does seem to me that there is Moore turns in war than in any other Branch of 
Business I Ever heard of or at least of any I Ever was in, in my life, that is if you 
will alew the Expression to call it a branch of Business, well anough of foolishness 
I have no doubt you will have the news in your papers of the Reverces of our army in Vi 
ginia, the News we get here from that quarter now is awful discouraging, things looks to 
me that there is yet Somethine Rong Somewhere but thank fortune we do not find any fault 
Resting on the troops, it looks to me sometimes like a Burning Shame that as good troops 
as we have in the field that come out to Render there Service to their Country and if 
necessary Sacrifice their lives in Rendering that Service, that they have to be tampered 
with as though there was nothing more at Stake than a mear Schoolboy game 
you will se from the heading of this letter that we have again Mooved we are now 
at this little town where we was fust two Months ago, we got marching orders yeeterday 
and Struck tents at dark and got here Last knight just at Midnight a distance of Six Miles 
So you can see how fast we travil unless we are on a forced march when we make things git, 
it is not the opinion of any of us that we are going ro stay here but a few days the 
troops here are leaving and going north, I should not be Surprised the next time you 
heared from me you would hear of me being in Kentucky 
January 21st 1863 Camp 59th Ind. Infty Near Memphis Tenn 
Surgeon in Charge Hospital 
Sir The Bearer Abram Slough 1st Sergeant Co A 59th Ind, Has been in feeble 
health for Some Months with Chrénic Diarrhea, It would facilitate his recovery if he Can 


be Sent to A Northern hospital. I am convinced that his recovery is far in the future & 
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Doubtful if he is Compelled to remain in this Climate Will You favor My Wishes respect 
ing him Your Most Obedient Servant 
John M Stucky 


Sen Ast Surg 59th Ind, Infty 


Feb 6th 1863 Overton Hospital Memphis Tenn 


Feby 


I can say to you that with the Exception of a bad Cold I am about well again I have 
no Diarhoea now nor have I had for several days I have a good Stomach to Hat and feel mm 
well in Evry Respect for which I do feel Sincearely thankful to My Benefactor:for his 
goodness to me, and I do Earnestly hope and Pray that this may Reach you and find you 
all well one time more for it looks to me that you have been aflicted your Share this 
fall and winter 8B ut Lydia keep in as good hart as you can Ever keeping in Mind the 
language of the apostle when he Says that our Sufering in the presant world are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that Shal be Revealed in us. And again that our 
lite aflictions work for us a fare More Exceeding and Eternal weight of glory 

Well we have no news of Interest from Vicksburg there was a flying Report here 

yesterday that Genl Grant was about to give up the Expedition I cannot say as to the 
truith of the Report but I do not Supose they are doing anything I See a Statement ig 
yesterdays paper that the Reble leaders are getting disheartened I hope it is so, for 
I do not Supose they are More tired of the war than we common Soldiers are there are 
lots of the Boys deserting and going home Several of out Company talk Strong of doing 
So, they Sware they are not going to fight to free the Nesroes, I forgot to tell you in 


my former letters to tel you that when I was in the fort and Saw Jake that I also Saw 


Riley Spainhower and Henry Fulk Riley may be at home he was waiting for his discharge 
and was as fat as a Bare Henry was a convolesent he is in an Illinois Regiment and 
tolerable Sick of Soldering 

15th 1863 Overton Hospital 

I am here in the Hospital very sick with the Chronic Diarhea I am not able to sit up any 
at all I don% see any Chance at all to get to go Home, If I was discharged I could 

not go home now for I am not able but if I get better I think I will get a discharge and 


go home You Spoke in Y ovr leter about Coming to See me I would like very much to see 
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you but I wovld rather You would not undertake Such a trip It would be exposing 
your health to much If it should be the Case that I am called away My Selection for Ad- 
ministrator would besSolomon Boylés. I would rather if You Can Keep the property all toxm 
gether and not have any Administrator but I hope and trust that I may be permitted to re- 


turn home but If I do be Called off I believe that I am prepared and I want You and all the 


Children to prepare for death 


Fage. Il 


This letter should be on page 8, following the letter of Sept. 7, 1862, but 
had been misplaced from the others and was not found until after they were copied 


Camp 7 Miles South of Oxford, Miss. 
Dec, 17th, 1862. 
My Dear and Loving Wife 

Through the Mercy and goodness of a kind Redeemer this afternoon afordez 
me another-oportunity of droping you a few lines to let you know in the first place 
that I am again in tolerable good health for which you may know that I feel truly 
thankful to My great Benefactor for his Mercy confered upon me and I do yet hope 
and pray that the same Mercies may be bestowed upon you all Richley and that theas 
few lines may find you all in the Blessed Enjoyment of good health. 

Dear Lydia I am Blessed with the privalege of saying to you in.this that 
my health is Improving and I think in a few days if I keep in gaining that I will 
have Entirley Regained My health and Strength. I am now dooing all my duty as Ore 
derly in Camp. I do not yet feel Stout enough to March at the head of our column 
and carry my knapsack and - Should we be ordered to March now, but I think if 
we stay here a few days longer I will be Suficiently able for all duty. 

Now I have written the Mane object of this letter far as to Interesting 
news we have none Reliable and as to what we are doing here all I can say is we 
get up about daylight call the Roll get Breakfast atend to the Sick of which thank 
fortune there there is but few. Get and eat Dinner call the roll Lofe till time to 
get Super then get and Eat Super Call the Roll then go to bed and of all this time 
the lonesomest time I see is late in the Evening and it seems to be the Case with 
all the Boy s, for the most talking about home comes off late of an Eayening while 
we are seated Round our Camp fires. I scarcley ever pass an Eavening without hear 
ing the Expression 0 I wish this war would come to a close so we could get to go 
home, 

I have no doubt you folks at home Earnestly wish and pray for the war to 
End, and let me tell you that it is a general desire in our army and that from 
the hart at least among the non-Comisioned officers and privates, Men that are 
making more money here than they ever made in there lives before or ever will again 
do not seem to be so anxtous, 

Well Dear Lydia I can say as I hawe often said in former letters, how 
long we may remain here I cannot tell, we may move tomorrow and we may stay here 
several days. I understand our forces are now in Grenada and that the Rebles are 
Retreating toward Jackson, Short of which place I think we will never find them, 

I understand our gun Boat fleet has gone to Vicksburg with a heavy land force, 
among which is the 71st Regt. If we could get newspapers we would Expect to hear 
stiring news from there in a few day s, But I understand newspapers are Excluded 
from us by,order, The latest paper I have seen was of the 5th Inst. what the de- 
Sign is I cannot tell, There is also a Rumor here that there is fighting going 
on now with the Eastern armies, if it is so I Pray that God may be with and aid 
our Army, for if we meet with another Reverce there it will cause great. discour~ 
agement in all the army of the North. But should we through the help of God be 
victorious I am satisfied in my own mind that we will soon be permitted to Return 
to our Beloved wives and children, Fathers and Mothers, Brothers and Sisters and 
live again in there sweet Society. May this be our lot, is my Prayer. 

Dear Lydia give yourself no uneasiness about me, I am getting along fine 
and as to friends to take care of me Should I get sick I could not ask for more 
than I have for they are all just as good to me as they can be and use me more e 


a father than otherwise, I never was used to being called old until si 
e nee I came 
into the army y but.now it is aplied to me generaly, I will have to close my short 
letter, May God in his In finate Mercies Bless and protect your sweet lives that 
Bot, be permited to Meet you all again in this world, is my Earnest and constant 
Ye 
I am as I always Intend to be your Loving husband until death parts us, 
Abraham Sloughi 


SyrenasandEveline D,ar Children I have not i 
my next to write to you room in this but will try to have in 
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Camp 59th Regt. Ind. Infty., 
Memphis Tenn., Feb, 18, 1863. 


Mrs, A, Slough, 

It's with great sorrow and regret that I write to you this morn= 
ing to inform you of the death of your HusbandAbreham Slough. He died at the 
Overton Hospital in Memphis Monday Morning the 16th Inst. at 2 Oclock morn- 
ing. I did all in My power to get leave of Abscence to bring his remanes 
home — but failed to get leave, I saw him burried in the Olem Wood Cemetry 
One and a half Milds South East of the Citty. and near our Camp. if you 
wish his remines moved there will be no trouble in doing so. 

I have been careful so as to give the necessary instructions to any- 
one coming for him in case we should move which I expect we will do shortly. 
The coffin used was a good plane one without being painted, The net size is 
as follows 6 ft. 5 imches in length, 204 inches in width. 15+ inches in 
depth, this is the correct masure of the Coffin I was particular about this, 
thinking it would be an advantage in case a box lined with zink was used in 
place of a Metalic Coffin, there will be no dificulty in finding the ceme- 
try or Grave Yard by enquiring at the Citty. 

for instructions how to find the grave I will give a Map on the opo= 
Site pageas best I can, this will enabel any one to find the grave without 
any troublé. there is quite a number of fresh graves clost to where he is 
buried, There is three Oak trees*standing a few steps from the grave, these 
trees 1 will designate by figures 1 - 2 and 3 the figure 3 will represent 
the largest tree and is full two feet thru at the stump, this tree stands 
about 8 steps South of the grave. the other two are North of the grave. 
there is a small board at the head of the grave which has the following in- 
scription: A, Slough From State of Indiana Co. A, 59th Regt. 

In bhaf of the Bereved Family of Sergeant Slough: I would say the en- 
tire cimpathy of all the Company are for them, 

he expressed a willingness to go. his dadly walk and conversation told 
that he was prepared to go to that home prepared for those Who put there 
trust in the Lord. 

in Conclusion I would say if there is any further instructions that 
I can give will take pleasure in doing so. 

Respectfully Your Friend in this time of Bereavement 
James E, Hyden, Lt. Co. A, 59th Regt. 
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The following voucher was found with the letters 


Be it known, that I, Lydia A, Slough, do solemnly swear that I am the 
identical person named in pension certificate in my possession, No. 22423, dated 
2d day of Feb, 1868, and whose name is inscribed on the rolls of the Indianapolis 
Agency at th e rate of #12 dollars per month, 


Thag I am the widow of Abraham, who was a SA 59 Ind., and that I have 
not remarried since his death, 


(Her address is not given, nor is it signed or witnessed, Neither are 
the receipts signed.) Receipts are as follows 
Received of Nicholas Ensley, U.S. Pension Agent at Indianapolis, Ind., 
Thirty six dollars, by check No, » dated 189_, being for 3 months pen~ 
sion due me on pension certificaté No. 22423, from the 4 day of Feb, 1894, to 
the 4 day of May 1894, for which I have signed duplicate receipts. 
(This voucher had Roll No. 256 at the top) 


The following letter was also with the letters Abraham had written 


Spencer, Ind., April 29, 1908 
Mrs, Nancy Goddard, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Dear Maddam 
Abraham Slough left Camp Hughes Gosport. Owen Co,.Ind. 
for the Front on the 13th day of Febuary 1862. 
Very Respectfully 


T.A. McNaught 
Late Col. 59th Regt. Ind. Vols, 


> Ar NGWSrearures————_ 


Lwd, Bish Gry. WAR | | 


Iw ol 14 91 Cit Mer 


Abraham Slough’s Letters Dorothy Clark’ 


[eid -STa {ofa 


Tell of Volunteer Action 


' By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


The 13 letters from Sgt. Abraham Slough to his “dear and lovin g wife,” 
Lydia A. Slough, are very interesting reading, but tragic; too. They tell of skirm- 
ishes, battles, troop movements, the never-ending rumors that plague every army 
camp, and the long marches. Sgt. Slough’s letters, however, tell more. They give 
his belief in the Northern cause, his opinions of his officers, his fellow soldiers, 
and his undying confidence in his wife to “keep the home fires burning.” 

Abraham Slough was enrolled as a 1st Sgt. of Company A, 59th Regt., Indi- 
ana Volunteers, at Spencer, Ind., on Oct. 10, 1861, by Capt. McNaught. He was 
mustered into U.S. Service on Feb. 11, 1862, for three years by Maj. Carpenter, 


Continued From Page 4. 


seat of Tishomingo County. 

The ninth letter, dated Sept. 
7th, came from Camp Rienzi, 
six miles From San Jacinto, 
where they had formerly been 
located. 

On December i7th, Compa- 
ny A was camped seven miles 
south of Oxford, Miss., where 
he was ‘regaining health and | 
back to duty as orderly in the | 
camp.” Sanitation being what 
it was a century ago, it is a 
wonder that more did not die | 
than did in the Civil War. | 
Every disease and complaint | 


leaving Camp Hughes, Gosport, Owen County, Indiana, for the front Feb. 13, 1862. 


He was described as 38 
years old, gray eyes, brown 
hair, 6 feet tall and of dark 
complexion. Born in Stokes 
County, North Carolina,’ his 
occupation was farmer. Olde 
than most of r 
the volunteers, | 
he was proud 
of the fact 
that he enlist- 
ed and scoffed 
in his letters 
at those who 
waited to be 
drafted. Abra- 
ham Slough 
was fated to 
die just one 
year later. 

His first letter to his wife 
was written aboard the steam- 
er “Choutain” laying just 
above Fort Pillow, Ark., on 
April 15, 1862. The next was 
dated May 3rd and from 
“Army in the Field... I 
again this morning take my 
pen in hand to inform you 
that through the goodness of 
God I am still well and hearty 
hoping this may reach you 
and find you all enjoying good 
health and in fine spirits for I 
find that being in good spirits 
is about half the battle, 

Many of his letters were 
written with this same senti- 
ment, and much as he missed 
his wife and baby daughters, 
he was trying to take an adult 
attitude in their separation. 


Wana) i N 
DOROTHY J. 
CLARK 


At this time Company A, 
59th Regiment, was within 12 
miles of Corinth, Miss., as the 
reserve guard of the left 
wing, a few hundred yards 
from the state line of Missis- 
sippi and “of all the poor 
countries I ever saw this beats 
all — only fit to raise broom 
Sage and huckleberries.’’ 

Sickness was prevalent in 
this company, and he men- 
tioned J. Tipton, J. West and 
J, Fiscus as being ill. “Of 62 
men only about 30 are able 
for duty, but 40 that do duty.” 
Lt. Hyden was sick, Will 
Mounts was left in the hos- 
pital at Hamburgh. H. Griffith 
was furloughed home The reg- 
iment was below 400 able- 
bodied men. 

In the third letter, written 
from a camp five miles near 
Corinth, on May 21st, he men- 
tions receiving a letter from 
John T. Slough who was at 
Cumberland Ford, Ky., and 
Serving in the army. This was 
possibly a brother, 

The next letter told of “Un 
cle William” and Robert Dy- 
an who arrived just too late 
to see their son and brother, 
William W. Dyan before his 


death. The burying detail was 
just returning when the fam- 
ily arrived. This was June 
23rd. Joe McElhaney was also 
struck with a spent ball on 
the collar bone, but not hurt 
much in the same battle. ‘‘Un- 
cle William” was to deliver 
the letter and ‘‘get a good din- 
ner’’ and tell her all the news 
of the Secesh country. 
Describes Countryside 

On July 5th the damp was 
near Rienza, Miss. He had 
seen some ‘splendid farms 
and wherever we stopped it 
was woe to the hogs, sheep, 
geese, chickens, potatoes and 
bee hives and blackberries,” 
Her. letters were mailed to 


him from Stockton and Point 
Commerce to see which would 
reach him sooner. 

On July 24th he wrote from 
Camp Clear Creek, Miss., 
and asked her to send him 
the weight of each of their 
children and whether they 
were growing and how much. 
Several business matters were 
mentioned and his advice 
given, but always with the 
thought that his trust in her 
judgement was very strong. 

The seventh and eighth let, 
ters, dated Aug. 9th and Sept. 


4th, came from a camp near | 


San Jacinto, Miss., the county 
Continued On Page 5, Col. 1. | 


became epidemic and even 
the hardiest failed to survive. 
In this letter he mentions his 
daughters, Syrena and Avi- 
lene. - hel 

In spite of positive thinking 
and a strong will, Sgt. Slough 
evidently did not regain 
health, as the next letter, 
dated Feb. 6, 1863, came from 
Overton Hospital, Memphis, 
Tenn. He stated that he was 
feeling better, but had a bad 
cold. He was on the fifth floor 
of the hospital, had a good 
view of the city and the 
rivers, but was tired of look- 
ing at them . 
four inches of snow on the 
ground and the temperature 
stood at 28 degrees. 

The last two letters were 
written Feb. 15th. Sgt. Slough 


was a very sick man with © 


chronic diarrhea, not able to 
even sit up, and wanting to 
see his wife before he died, 
but stubborn enough to for- 
bid her to make the difficult 
and dangerous journey. Think- 
ing always of her, he asked 
that Solomon Boyles be ap- 
pointed his administrator, in 
the case of his death. ; 
Sgt. Abraham Slough died 
Feb. 16th, and two days later 
Lt. James E. Hyden, of Com- 
pany A, 59th Regt., Indiana 
Infantry, wrote the sad letter 
to Mrs. Lydia A. Slough, tell- 
ing of her husband’s death. 
| He carefully drew a map of 
the burial spot in the Clem 
Wood Cemetery, one and one- 
half miles southeast of the 


. . there was | 


JYILSTH °aNnI 


pldshel 


Cy 


city of Memphis, and offered 
her his assistance in having 
the body brought back to In- | 
diana if she so desired. } 
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Civil War Letters of Charles Smiedel 

Dates: July 1861-Sept. 1862 

Accession Number: 20041027B 

Donor: Catherine Love 

Description: Six letters (transcriptions) in a file folder 


Biography 


Charles Smiedel was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1834. At the time of 
the Civil War, he was an attorney living in Prairie City (Cumberland County), Illinois. 
He was mustered in to the 21st Regiment of the Illinois Infantry in Mattoon, Illinois on 
June 28, 1861 as a lieutenant. The 21st Illinois was led by Colonel Ulysses Grant. 


Smiedel was a staff member of the Judge Advocate General’s office. He was 
overseeing court-martials in Nashville, Tennessee at the time of his death from 
pneumonia in April 1863. 


Content and Scope of Collection 


The letters from which these transcriptions were made were loaned when the 
library was known as the Emeline Fairbanks Memorial Library. The donor did not 
donate the original letters from which these transcriptions were made. 


The first of the letters in this collection donated by Smiedel’s granddaughter was 
sent to A. H. Bosworth, presumably Smiedel’s father-in-law. The other five were sent to 
his wife Laura Smiedel who is referred to in the salutations as “Laura”, “Wife” and 
“Darling”. Smiedel signed the letters as Charley. In the letters Smiedel describes past or 
impending battles and the moods of his fellow soldiers in the wake of military setbacks. 
He refers in the letters to other letters that he wrote but if they still existed they were not 
part of the donation. 


The inventory folder contains information on Smiedel from the Illinois Adjutant 
General’s reports and on the 21st Illinois Infantry from the National Park Service’s Civil 
War Soldiers and Sailors system website (http://www.civilwar.nps.gov/cwss/index. html). 
The inventory folder also contains a brief genealogy in narrative form provided by the 
donor. No information could be found in the major genealogical databases on either the 
Smiedel or Bosworth families. 
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Inventory—Civil War Letters of Charles Smiedel 


Flat Storage 
Box 


Folder 1 Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to A. H. Bosworth: 
Quincy, Illinois 


Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to Laura Bosworth Smiedel: 
Ironton, Missouri 


Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to Laura Bosworth Smiedel: 
“In Camp 10 miles south of Corinth. 
Miss[issippi]” 


Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to Laura Bosworth Smiedel: 
“Provost Marshal’s Office 

Jacinto, Mississippi.” 


Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to Laura Bosworth Smiedel: 
Inka, Mississippi. 


Letter from Charles Smiedel 
to Laura Bosworth Smiedel: 
near Corinth, Mississippi. 


July 11, 1861 


Oct. 20, 1861 


June 6, 1862 


July 20, 1862 


Sept. 3, 1862 


Sept. 19, 1862 


w 


Ad 


The paymaster will surely be 


here before long when I can 
send you some money Pronten—woct,. 20th meom 


Dear Laura 
Iam once more, through the Merev of 

God oermitted to write to you. I wrote you Nisgnt before last giving 
you km focount! of our expedimdon*of (tMe vrevious day, we *were not 
attacked that evening. To-day at & Oclock with ae force of about 
3000 men and four batters of light Artillery we start again for 
Frederictown Medison Jounty. And in my next I am in hooves I will be 
able to give an account of a glorious victory 

why Darling have you not written to me lately this is the third 
letter I have written to you Without receiving one in reovly, if you 
did not know Pet, what joy the reception of your letters causes we 
you write frequently. Yesterday I received a letter from home where—- 
in I wes informed that Mother had written to us both at Greenup, if 
have received the letter direct it to me at this place. 

Write as soon as you receive this. 

In the letter I received from home IJ received the shockinr intellexence 
of the late marriage of my old "flame" Lizze Lenline, may God make 
her a hepoy wife. The little witch how I used to love, ten yeers ago 
it would heave broken my heart to have thousht she could marry any one 


but me, but now she is matried to Hr Lowbenthrall (Ye Gods that a 


neme, worse than Smeedel) And I alas! for the constancy of Mortal, 


Am not only Married but am also a daddy. I write to day the vartic- 
ulars of our last expedition and send it to Jemes Mumford for nubli- 
cation. Remember me to all friends. 

Kiss my dear little daushter ten thousand times, and tell her 
father hopes to see her grown a fine large sirl with e "projecting" 
forehneed when next he sees her 

Your Affectionate Husband 


Charley 
over 


I'am in good health and spirits, but am out of Money, the 


naymaster naving not yet errived, but I do not need money myself 


Provost lisrshal's Office 


Jaginto Miss. July “20th 1662 


Dear Wife 

A lull in my multitudinous duties and the expectancy of 
an attack on this nlece on the morrow incites me non to write, for 
I really dont think I would write to you , under other circumstences 
until m three lest letters to you, had received some notice. 
Judging froin all information from spies, scouts, contrabands and 
deserters, the enemy is undoubtedly moving on us, whether it will 
orove a feint on their vart , to cover a genuine movement of Hardee's 
army to Chattanooga or a simon-nure attack for us a fev days at most 
will Getermine, they evidently intend mischief for us some where, 
however we are getting reedy for them here, ail is now here to ni:cht, 
work and vreperation. "UVavalry has been thrown out" pickets doubled 
wagons loaded and in rediness to go to the rear,and every thing in 
preparediness for any emergeny, and if come they do, I can assure 
them a warm welcome, and we snell not "fall back" until after many 
a good fellow has "bit the dust" for our position is good and we 
have a fighting General. 


The recent dismaltidings from the east, has had a disheertening, 


but not a desparing influence upon us, for although the doleful news o 


of McClellans' reverse, wes exceedingly huniliating and caused meny 
@ heart to fall from glorious expectancy to sorrowful surprise A 
Causing countenances to look grave and rueful, there is an universal 
feeling of stanch and unwavering determination, to return tothe top 


and wipe out the black stain of such a defeat , Grin ane grave 


sdldiers mey be heerd swearing in solid oeth, thet victory or annihi- 


lation shell be the fate of the Army of the Mississipoi, but this 


ee 


=" 


] 


Mrs Catherine Lote, Terre Haute, Ind 
Loaned the following letters to the Fairbanks Mem. Library to be copied, 
she also gave the following information on the Smiedel Family. 


Chas Smiedel of Philadelphia, Judge Advocate of Gen. Grant's Army- “egiment 
Ocuupation Lewyer 

Died in McCloud Hotel, Nashville Tenn. cf oneumonia. Had Nashville under 
Court-Martiel at time of his death. 

Married Laura O. Bosworth, one child born to them, Lillian Bosworth Smeidel, 
the child whodmh he mentions in his letters ; Lillian B. Married John Taylor 
had two daughters , one died the other daughter married Love, They 

have one daughter, Frencis. 


Mrs Laure Bosworth Smeidel married the second time Dr James Ewart of Terre 
Haute , two children were born to them. Mrs Stella Levering wes a dau. 
by the second marriage. 


Inka, iiss beo @rd 18662 
Deer Laure. 

I supnose you have Goncluded thet vour husband hes 
gone to "Kingdom come" or else thet he is exceedingly neglipent 
of his duty in not writing to his little wife oftener than he has 
done lately, but I am hepny to say thet he has not yet taken his 
ceparture from this Mundane sohere, nor neither does he feel him- 
self negligent of his duty, to Convince, of the truth of the same 
rewrites 

The following; 

I. wrote you some two or three. weeks ago informing you 
you of my svell of sickness, Akemsi how I1 was left behind at Jacinto 
With General Buford, Also that some deys vnrevious I had sent you 
one hundred And fifty dollars for your own Deer self, «rnd fiftv nore 
for Ils Hildebrent. since that time I have the following to relate 
On the 26th of last Month I tas relieved of duty in 3rd Division 
andsordered-:to rejoim my own Diviston,. IT left Jecinto fon Inke® with 
exnectetions of finding the 4th Division at last named nlece, on my 
passege over I was fired at three times by Guerrillas, but arrived 
safely, but much to my disaovointment I found our Division had left 
some four or five drys previous to reenforce Buel and it was imoos- 
sible for me to follow them, Conseouently here I am away from my 
Cormand, Generel Rosecrans talks of taking me on his Staff, he is 
going to orgsnize a Court Martial to-morrow of which I will be Judge 
Afvocate, so you see that I have mede an other unvard sten, And am 
nov ouertered at Head Quaters Army of Miss., but it is unsertein 
how long I will remain here, As I may receive orders to leeve in 2 


day on twommem collrse olenty sdiificult how to’ instruct you to direct 


a lett 
"=. tome) theabest I cah do is the folloring write the instant 


Dieter 


Head Quarters cénd Division Aug 9, Miss 
Jamo near doripgth, Miss 


SeOmlo Wi sloa., 

Darling 

In persuance of my determination to weite tc you on every 
presented oovortunity, and thinking that this may be the last that 
will will ever offer I write to you, although I have not received 
a Single line from you since some time in July last, but this I know 
is not attributable to any neglect or fault of yours, for since you 
last wrote I have made so many changes of situation thet 1% wes in- 
possible for you to learn where to direct your letters, but I now howe 
if _I live, to be stationary for’some time in my present vosition. 

We ore still under momentary expecation of heering the canncn's 
opening roar and of veins marshalled in battles inagnificently stern 
array to join the enemy in the “dreadful revelry of battle, Our forces 
at Jacinto were attacked vestercay oy the "Rebs", voarticulars have 

not been received but we repulsed them with considerable slaushter. 
There is ae strong belief among our Generals, that the present move 
Sirincs Peetothineyout a feint’ ones, the French would cai] sith escuse 
ce juerre to save the movement of his forces into Kentucky to make 
these a juncture with Bragg, Yesterday en order issued fron Head 
Quarters Army of Miss, reduiring all Officers to reduce their 
baggage to regulation ellowance and likewise permitting but one cut 
to the Comoany in conseouence thereof 

I was forced to destroy considerable of my personal proverty, so 
we are now in comolete trim to follow Price wherever he goes. 

I have just received notice,that we are to march within an hour 
to attack Price, at Inke, we will now surely have a battle and be 
assured it will be a bloody one, Many of us will find a soldier's 


sepulchre in the coming struggle, it is my intension to endeavor to 


Carn promotion, and it may perhaps oe my lot to fall and never see 


| 
a 
| 


you more, sed and har¢c will it be for me to die away from you, without 
the opoortunity of having my latest monents cheered, anc my sufferings 
alleviated by your sweet oresence, but in this God's ill be done, into 
His caredivine I confice the keeping of my Wife and Child. Leura if I 
should be snatchee from you the sole responsibility, of guiding the 
youthful steos of our daughter through life, will devolvecn you, sducete 
her teach her to honor and obey You, to fezr the Lord, to shun vice, to 
love virtue and to be not tempted by the love you bear ner, to indulge her, 
when your sense tells you it is wrong. 
If you ever need friends or assistance, hesitate not to cell on 
my folks, in mv Kiother and sisters you will find ardent and affec- 


tionate friends. 
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Laure you ere youns, if I should die, you will likely marry 


again , ena the iove of some other sy cause to cease mourning; for 


9 j 
Charley, and perhans to forget him,, but if verchance your thoughts should. 
ever dwell on him, think of him &s one who lovec you truly an? foithfully, | 
Although he may have Occasionally treated you unkindly 
If I survive I will write to you imweciately, I want you to 
take our bady @nd go to Terre Haute or some place where. they can’ take 
good Photographs and have good pictures teken, heve yours taken full neivnt 
and do not take the »,ictures unless they are good ones, you cen have a 
number taken on card and send then in letters. 
write the moment you receive this and give all the nevs. Wy 
love to Father and Mother, end all the rest, Have you received the $200, 
end my watch? For fear you should not Have received my last, My 
address is 
Lt. C.L.Smiedel 


Aide de Jamo 
to General Stanley 


Heed Quarters. Eng Division 
Corinth 


Miss 


can 


op es 
this noble snirit in the ranks of our crave boys Will vrove insufficient 
to sustain our tottering sovernwent, if something is net done at hone, 
with our ranks thinned by disezse and ceeth, our forces scattered over 

a broad expanse of country with innumervbdle posts to guard, we can not 
be exoected to sustain the concentrated forces of the rebels when hurled 
in "Solid columns" ageinst our wide extended lines, from home must 
come the meterirl to fill the wide g¢eps in our "bettle lines" or 


thousands of brave lives heve been squandered in vain, and our country 


fells, never to rise again (oart of letter missing) 


and should come forth and take a hend in the strugjle for their 
National existence. God knows, how anxiously I have longed to be at 


home with my dear ones, now oleasantly I hed honed to greet them ere 
long, and how heartily tired I em of a soldier's life, but I rould 
loathe myself, IF I should at this moment of my countries utmost need, 
desert her 

"Then farevell home, ané forerell friends 

Adieu each tender tie.!! 
until I feel iay labors ere not wented, or death shall lay me cold and 
oulseless, 


(the end of this letter ig also miscing) 


Direct tc Lieut ¢.L.Lancedel 
élst Regt I11 Infentry 
Gen Davies' Division 
Gen Pove's Army 
Near Corinth 


Miss. 


In Gamo 10 Miles South of Corinth. Hiss 


June 6th 1866 


Here I am, situate as aforesaid. our forces being 
busy, in reo&iring a road and bridge thet the rebels destroyed in their 
retreat from Corinth 

Wwe have certzinly had hard times for the last five or six dzys, 
two days before the evacuation of Corinth, our regiment lay in the trench- 
es (night & day) and since that time we have been without tents and: on 
short rations 

My health remains good, it would take a volume to narrate ell 
the incidents of interest that have transpired since our arrival here, 

I assure you we have seen signts. Of the psrticulars of the evacuation 
of Corinth, the oapers will inform you more miutely then I can, a 
tnousand rumors are in Oirculetion through the Cemo. We look for a 
fight in fen deys, as the rebels are said to have made a stend tabs 
miles below here. But I think the fighting will soon be over and then 
I intend to resign and come home to my darlings. I sent you one hun- 
dred dollars from Cape Girardeau, write me if you hcve received it. 

we hear this worning thet our Brigede will be sent to Virginia if so 

I perhzps will heve en ovvortunity of going home to Philadelnhia. 


Rememoer me to all friends and believe 


Me to be ever your 


Sher Ley 


My Direction is 
Lieutenant Charles L Smiedrl 
Compeny .B'.— Palst Reet deve i; 
Cage (of Col. Grant 
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Place here the name of the Plac 
where we are stationed we 


fa) 


Quincy July llth, 1831 


A.H.Bosvorth 
Dear sir. 
ast night about 12 o'clock whilst we were. canoed 

on the West bank of the T1ifnote River, et Nenles, we received a 
dispatch informing us that Col Smith with his detechment of ooys 
were surrounded by I600 secessionists who had but twenty three reil- 
road Cars and comnitted other hellish work, The Orders we had received 
to start for Ironton Mo. were consequently Sountermended, and we were 
ordered to proceed immediately to Hanibal Mo. to relieve Jolonel 
Smith. The long roll was beat and in an incredable short time tents 
were struck, baggage pecked, the river crossed and now we ere here 
in Quincy, waiting for Cattrages. 

Yesterday ebout 20 wiles from here Capt t:icAllaster of the 
I6th Regiment was killed by the secessionists he being; shot by 
five bullets. 

This may be my last letter, if so, it is unnessary for 
ine FUGumeHed -claiou tor be kind to baurn ;stiide if such snovld,bé 4be 
Case, My last thoughts shall be of her, as they are constantly, if 
it wes not for leeving her death would neve but few terrors for me, 
but to leave her will make it hard for me to die 

My time is up, Give my love to All, I do not know 
where to heve you direct your answer, if living I'll write soon 


again 


Affectionately yours 


Cherley 


you receive this and sirect as follows, 
Lieutenant $.L.smiedel 
Post Office, Army of 
Inka. 


Miss. 


In your letter inform me if you have received the two hun¢red dollars 
sent to you, it was directed to your father at Neoga. I am so enxious 
to hear the news from home, also anxious if you received my last letter 
from Jacinto. 

Wrote in my last for you to nurchase what articles of furniture 
we need, And to get what was good and not comszon, Also write me hox 
much money you. will heve on hand when you received the lest $150. 

Inke is = pretty olece, which had formerly a vovuletion of about 
900, It is a great place navs owing to the fine thalybeate Syrings 
that are rere. 

Kiss baby for its"foder" and tell her hin is dying to see 
his daughter. 

Renember me with love to all friends And believe me to be very 
anxious to hug you to derth and Convince you how very very deer you 
are to vour nocr,forsaken husbend who fears he will never nore see 
his wife and baby 

Yours until death 


Charley. 


I will write as soon as I move 


LETTERS OF 
JOSIAH C. WILLIAMS 


Dear Parrents 
I received a Pokeepsie Eagle the other day containing an an- 
nouncement of Uncle Joshua R. Dery's death. I am exisiting highly 
have a beautiful encampment good company, everything in shape and 
etc. Do you want me to come home and see you? Answer now or for=— 
ever after and Etc. I am well contented; probably about as well 
off as I could be Con'd'g a Convo. But whatever my friends succeed 
in doing for me I will be quite thankful for their kindness and happy 
to fullfill my first »oroposal in taking the new position for some- 
time to come. iy nervous system is in a tranouil state and in the 
language of J..Q. A. "I am content let come what may". ..I must write 
to Mr. Hamrick woon; as I have intended to do for sometime; as I 
esteem him very highly as a gentleman ay Gs consider myself much in- 
debted to him for his personal exertions and general friencship in 
my behalf, and my only excuse for not writing to him sooner and your— 
selves more is "time flies" and Procrastination that thief of time; 
has coupled with considerable business deprived me of that pleasure. 
I now have four starues of Tennessee Gents standing on barrels for 
Selling the delicious fluid known as whiskey; very good in its place 
but not among soldiers. Such is life. 


it will now close by Begging 
to be excused for the present. 


Love to all 


Your Son 


Write soon J.C. Williams 


pa 


mornings at day break; without breakfast (except a little hard 

tack brought on pack mules, and eaten in the line of battle) and 
under a heavy fire adout & or 9 o'clock. I was laid Hors, du, 

combat by a musket ball; which was extracted adout 11 and I lay 
under a shelter or "pup" tent on the hill side close to the am- 
putating table until carried away upon a stretcher about one half 
mile across to the U. S. fort road; while the leaves upon the 

battle field had taken fire and when the stretcher bearers, laid 

me down at one time to rest the fire; was so hot the smoke so 

dense, and scattering shots so lively I thought I was almost sure 

to be cremated. ~Neither of those stretchers bearers did I know; 

they Merely detailed men to carry wounded. I feared for the mom- 
ent they would abandon me, anc I could hardly blame them. I off- 
ered them my watch, and $15.00 all the money I had to carry me 
through. They were true Soldiers refused the offer and delivered 

me at the road-side in the thick wood where others were awaiting 

to take ambulances. No one but a true soldier knows the orother- 
hood of the trial of fire and danger, in that dattle, or series of 
engagewants I had but 37 men including myself commanding officers, 
and of the 37-22 were killed, and Wounded. On Sunday the main day 
they the 27th Ind. were five hours under continous fire. Our war 
ang the fightings of our Vol. Soldiers, surpassed the Franco-Prussion 
or any war of Surope I have read of. Then the Srd year of my service 
on May 15th 1864. On Sunday of which today is the anniversary 23 years 
ago. Rec'd letter from Mia today. Mostly adout you. Of course she is 
Quite anxious for us all to attend the Golden Wedding. Ed. family 
and we are well. The Californians, and Frank when I last heard from 
them. Excuse this old sheet of paper. Tell Aunt Josephine I often 
think of her and her cnildren, she is so intensly loyal. Regards to 
the house of Buckingham and friends generally all along SaOres 


Your Bro. J.C. Williems 


wore shoes which we issued out, and soon after had dress parade. Such 
is war either hard and tiresome marching day in and week or month out; 
or lying around camp or a fort until you have a battle which is soon 
over excitment during the time and the same quietness in a few minutes 
afterwards. The rifle I purchased is light enough for Frank to load 
and shoot; tell Worth I will bring it home with me if I am spared to 
return. It carrys a ball larger than the shot gun. If they are cheap- 
er I will probably purchase another for him or Hd; when the war ends. 
I have now a rifle, one six barrelled eight inch revolver and one 7 
bvbl'd pocket size revolver sword and Bowie knife. Which are pretty’ 
good hunting implements. Last night we had delightful music from a 
band mounted upon horses that played as well as I ever heard as they 
rode by. The Col. told me it was the lst. Va. Cavalry's band. The 
latest date I have rec'd a letter from home was dated Mar. 27th. In 
my letter to Father Edwin I sent you and Gertrude five dollars and 
Ed. and Worth a gold dollar each I presume you have rec'd it ere this. 
From Father's description I ama littie fearful my photograph was a 
little too highly colored, I believe I have now written all that is 
interesting. However our whole Div. liked to turned a double sommercet 
at the news of Island No. 10's being taken and the glorious fight of 
ze -a little Worator. Drums beating and wild hurraying until ten 
o'clock at night. Well enough at present. Love to all and write 
soon. 

Your Brother 


Josiah 


QUA SA, 


the T. EH. Dept, where they are awaiting marching orders at anytime and 
etc. I want to go down and see them sometime today if possible and 
probably order my dress uniform and etc. I learn that Prince Boneparte 
was in the City last eveing and I preseme he its there yet if he did 
come. ‘e men do not know what is transpiring in our ow camp until 
ve see the morning vaners and etc. There mist be now over four thous- 
and troops in camp here, and 11000 or 12000 around Indianapolis. Worth 
and Comoany arrived yesterday evening with about two or three biehe ls 
of peaches which I soon distributed. I will now have to cease writing 
for the present. So good bye and love to all for the present. 

Your Son 


Josiah 0. Williams 


“arch 2eth.,18s1. 


Dear Brother... 
It is a long time since I have had a letter from 

you or your wife. I selieve I am the one wholly to blame as I 
have been indebted so long to you and yours. The plea I offer 
for my neglect is, I consider my letters of s0 little account 

that I do not wish to dispatch them. I hear of you once in a 
while by Edistina,corresponding with Virginia. I never feel well 
and have had a great deal of sickness in my family during the 
past year. I suppose you heard of Caroline's severe and dangerous 
illness last Summer. Papa has not been as strong as usual during 
the last week. He intends visiting you if he is able to endure the 
fatigue of traveling. How is your wife's health nowand Edistina!'s? 
Are Josiah's eyes in a better condition than they were when he was 
here? I wish you were living somewhere nearer to Pa., you would 
be so much company for him in his declining years. 

Cousin Laura wrote me her father was dying by inches. Uncle 
Austin'd daughter is living at New Rochelle,a short distance from 
New York. I wish you would sell out and buy a farm near your 

rs friends. I suppose Edistina has found out ere this that there is 
no place like home. Brother Owen is very happy in the married 
state, seems perfectly devoted to his wife and child. I Suppose you 
are convers&nt with all eventstranspiring in Pougkkeepsie by ta- 
king the "Eagle". Our neighbor John Parker los: his eldest daughter 
last Wednesday with diptheria. She was out a week ago Baturday cand 
died a few days afterwards. I think Edistina was acquainted with her. 
her.father mourns her loss so deeply that it seems as if he could not 


be comforted. Sister Wartha is now staying with Martha Packard in 


g—-“arch 28,1861. 
Sister Caroline. 


in Broklyn. Do write me soon. 


Also like to hear from your wife. 


From your sister, 


Caroline. 
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May 15, 1587 


Dear Sister Gertrude 

NotGertrude of Wyoming; but of my boyhood days "neath the old 
roof tree," at the homestead in days of yore, and of the sunny plains 
of Kanses, the modern historic ground of this land of the force, 
and Home “of the Brave. Allow me to remark on this sultry Sunday 
85 degrees in the shade, speaking as one of the "Old-Guard", that 
never surrenders that on Sunday either on the Srd, 15th, or g5th day 
of the lovely month of Mey, it is a very important anniversary. to 
my self, or any of the Boys of "61" who were epared to survive the 
trials troubles and Gangers of the old blood red. star Division. Viz 
on the 25th day of May 1862 in the Battle of Winchester, with Stonewall 
Jackson's forces, on Sunday from day light until 9 o'clock, Gen. 
Banks little force of two Brigades 4500 all told; opnosed to 28000 
of Jacksons forces when they developed their line in a semi circle 
west,, south, and east of the city leaving as only the Martinsburg 
road to retreat upon followed by their infantry some two miles, and 
cavalry and artillery to Martinsburg; after fighting until 9 o'clock 
we marched 45 wiles to the Potomac, and were croping all night... The 


and year on Sunday May Srd. 1863, at Chancellorsville; (in the edge 


of the wilderness) although the fighting commenced uvon Wed. with our 


Brig. at Germania fort, arrived at Chancellorsville on Thurs. dev— 
eloped considerable of their lines on Frid, did heavy battle on Sat. 
afternoon, against Hills Div, when Jackson flanked the 11th Corps 

on our extreme right, and we were marched back “to our old barricades 
in time to check the stampied.. "That was the nesrest vanderuim I 
ever saw, or I believe ever occured in this country, although a 


bright moonlight with heavy fusilade on our front all night especially 


about midnight when Jackson was killed; we ushered in the Sunday 


Stating the Reg'ts had covered themselves with glory and 
the 27th had done nobly and had a_night to consider itself one 
of the best of the service. I would give more p:rticulars but 
have not time; however the fight is not yet ended; as continual 
fireing is going on between the Sharp shooters, but yesterdays 
battléewas an awful one and continued from morning until after 
dark our men having taken mumerous prisoners and drove them some 
two miles on the left and the centre (there) held the field, the 
carnage was great and I should suppose at least 8 or 10 thousand 
were kill upon a side. We have a great many wounded principally 
in the arms and legs; but I should think they lost a great many 
more as we aS our commanding was much heavier; however musketry was 
continually fireing; sometimes like rattling thunder thanks to 
a kind and merciful Providence. I have been spared thus far; with 
but one graze uoon the leg and a hole in my coat. The dead and 
wounded lying on all sides have vrincipnally been taken care of, 
men being in starch everywhere during the fight, all last night 
and today we have plenty of troops here and will wind it up soon. 
We have all; or their principal force here and it is reported 
Major Lee killed also Gen's, Jackson and Long Street, Ye have 
seen and taken care of their wounded like our own as much as 
possible; just after our charge and while the battle was raging 
we gave them water and eased Some. I ,took-a Capt. of the North Cd. 
Reg't and have a beautiful pistol he had in possession. ‘Ve fought 
the N. C. and Georgia troops; who fought bravely and worthier of 
a better cause. They lost many Com. Officers, I saw three wounded 
within 20 ft. of one another. Our great old gray haired Gen. Mansf—- 


ield was wounded badly in the breast end Gen Gordon now commands 


the Div. The killed and wounded of our company are: 


Killed Serg't Good 
sy Private Newman Carmer 
Wounded Serg't James F. Nosler (slight) 
Corp John T. Adams 

Privates John Gilmore 
James Hall (seriously) 
John Clapsaddle 
Gio. Lawrence 
Joseph Smith 
Vim. Dilahunt (mortally) 
John Scott 
Lewis Ascher 
Henry Eakins 

The new recruits had never had but one drill and stood to it 
nobly. The rest of us are well so far. So with much love to all 
I will cease writing for the present. 

Yours for the-old flap 

P. S. 

We took in some Secesh stars and bars. If you accompany the 
Lt, Col. just give us a call. It would be a nice trip and will 
pay. You had better come on beforé enlisting. Give my compliments 
to the L't. Col. and tell him he is indebted to me for a letter. 

J. GO. W. 


° 
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Headquarters 27th. Reg't Co. I. 
Indiana Vol. Camp Miserable 
Lo Ge 


Dear Edwin: 


Today is one of the stormiest and most miseradle days Iialmost 
ever saw, when we got up into the high regions this side of Stras— 
burg it began to snow which snow we could see coming up the (rather 
down) valley and along the sides of the Mts. before we reached wood 
stock it turned into rain and when we encamped it was snowing quite 
furiously; which continued with a sleeting rain all night. We of 
course camped out in the open field upon the wet grounc, and today 
it has been sleeting all day, consequently we are in the mud and 
mire without and within while it is to cold and wet to stand around 
the fires out doors and to smoky hence I term it miserable day out 
and in doors. We left Winchester taking the Strasburg road on Sun. 
about 11 o'clock on a warm day and consequently dusty pike road and 
marched through the towns of Newton and Micdletown with drums beat— 
ing and colors flying; through a pretty good looking mountaneous 
country through the Shenandoah Valley and encamped at Cedar Creek 
where the Rebels had burned a bridge and some skirmishing was done 
previous to the battle at Winchester or two miles this side which 
was in a wood on our right. We saw numerous trees pierced with bull- 
etts and the top of a telegraph post shivered by a cannon ball or 
shell along the road side with about a doz. dead horses. I have 
seen probably more than two hundred dead horses since coming into 
Va. and but three or four dead mules, when there are ten times as 
many mules as horses used. Ed. I have seen mules run off tumble 
down and the leaders drag them by the neck fifty y'ds and then not 
hurt them. A man ought to be like a mule to go to war. Well the 
last time I wrote was to Pa which I sent with my money by express 
last Sat. when we were fortunate enough to be paid off. Before we 
got money, we could get plenty if we had anything to buy with now 
we are where we cannot buy when on a march exceot from Sutters. 

Well yesterday we started about sun up from Cedar Creek and marched 

on through Strasburg; which is the best for natural fortifications 

I have seen yet being right at the foot and end of tree Mts. and on 

the other side North Ridge Mts. the valley is only about thirty vro- 
bably not more than 20 miles wide. But we have drove them past 

there for we*continued our march on through snow and rain to this 

side of wood-stock (Co. seat of Shenandoah I believe) when we were 
about ten miles from Woodstock and poretty near tired out we suddenly 
heard commanding ahead and immediately quickened pace making three 

or four miles in a short time before resting. When we learned they 
were shelling our men that were building a bridge across the Shenan--~ §& 
Goah River. Now we are here uoon the banks of Ze-River with in sheil-@ 
ing distance and where some were shelled from the other day. Secesh 
can be seen on the other side, often. A negro man swam or rather 
floated across (this morning) upon his budget. He came near drowning 
twice as he had three heavy coats two vair of oants and a heavy pair 

of boots on and went under twice but held on and was rescued with a 
pole. He reports the Rebel force have retired some twenty miles to 

New Market. Rather Skedaddled, by coming here we have joined our 


Brig. and last night I rec'd the lst letters for about three weeks 
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being three from Father dated the cand, 17th, and 24th of Mar. and 
one from Cousin Virginia 27th. I read yours to.Thad. this morning. 
I would write more but must now cease to write a few lines to father. 


Your Brother 
J..0. Williams 


I enclose you and Worth a gold dollar each. I would have sent 
you all a box, but do not know that this will reach you. I also 
send a five for Edistina and Gertrude to divide between themselves. 
I trust however the shield will protect it. write soon. Leaving 

linchester if we had not have marched so soon. Take good care of 
my things and C. 


Hdag'rse enc Brig, lst Div. 
20th Army Coros 
Near Marietta Geo. 
June 23/64 


Dear Parents 


Although I have written near two letters to one; to some 
one of the family. I again give you a pencil sketch to inform 
you of another Battle fought by our Corps, and principally by 
our Div. (lst) the 2nd and 3rd. being but slightly engaged. 
Yesterday we moved forward towards Uarietta, being now within 
% or 4 miles of it, wita our Corps on the left and Schofield's 
on the right of the gunpowder-Spring P.O. and Marietta road; 
when one skirmishers soon developed the lines of Hoods (Reb) 

; Soros on our front with other musketry fire on the left. We 
moved out about twelve o'clock and formed a line of battle in 
the edge of a wood (which we are now in) bordering on a pasture 
ana large wheatfield, and nad barely commenced building barri- 
cages when out came Stevenson's (Red) Division charging out of 
the wood on our battery in the open field, on our left, and 
Gen. Knipe's right and when they had come within one hundred 
yards of our line, we poured fourth a murderous volley of musk- 
etry, accompanied with discharges of shell, Grafe, Cannister and 
Shrapnell from our artillery that literally mowed them, causing 
them to fell back in great disorder in a little ravine; where 
they tried to advance from which was about certain death, and 
had to retreat from our guns commanding everything. We rattled 
the slots into them until darkness, or dusk dropped the curtain 
to save the remains. Only two Reg'ts on the left of our Brig. 
Was engaged, the principal attack being upon Knives front the 
27th being on the right escaped fire, and built breat works on 
the right while expecting an attack every moment. The Div. took 
probably one hundred prisoners and lost about the same; while 
the "Rebs" from st-tements of prisoners and appeereance of the 
field after they had been moving the killed and wounded all night; 
must have lost near a thousand, being smashed uv and driven back 
after charging and evidently waking up the moving passenger. 

| ¢ Stevenson's Div. has been opposes to us in the three successive 
battles of Resacce, Dallas, and Marietta, and I don't know, but 

| whet at Allatoona. It is composed of the Reo, Gens, Petters, 

| ti Renyolds, and Cummines Brigades, and has strongly felt the force 

| ; of fighting Joe's corns. 


| Today things have been quiet, and sun hot this far; however 
we sleot and fed up in the forenoon and fignt in the afternoon, 
nowdays. The "Rebs" were advancing up hill is why they shot over 
us principally and barricades saved us really. I fell quite 
thankful. I am again speared; for although on staff duty which is 
| nicer and easier, yet during an active campaign like this, and 


during anengagement is riding everywhere orders are to be 
carried; thus owning a greater of then 


in the line even. I feel confident we will soon have Manilla 
and then for atlanta, 22 miles off. But the mail is going so 
love to the family and respects to friends. 


J.C. Williams 


